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			Message from the Chair | Traci Houpapa MNZM JP









			Tēnā Koutou,
As we move through the year, I am reminded of the strength of our collective and the important role we each play in advancing Māori economic development across Aotearoa. Our work continues to be grounded in the interconnection of whenua, wai, and people — ensuring that our decisions today support sustainable outcomes for future generations.

This quarter reflects strong momentum across our key focus areas. From recognising excellence through the Ahuwhenua Trophy, to progressing important advocacy in freshwater, and strengthening pathways for our emerging leaders, we are seeing the impact of a united and forward-thinking network. 
Our recent engagement internationally also reinforces the value of indigenous collaboration. Building relationships with First Nations partners creates new opportunities for shared growth, innovation, and global positioning.
I encourage you all to stay connected, engage in our upcoming events, and continue contributing to the collective voice of FOMA. Together, we are shaping a future that reflects our values, our aspirations, and our enduring connection to whenua.

Ngā mihi nui,
Traci Houpapa MNZM JP
Chair, Federation of Māori Authorities
 









		






			Opinion on the Economy | Dr. Ganesh R Ahirao
"Poly-crises reflected in heightened turmoil"









			Dr. Ganesh R Ahirao emphasises that the idea of a Poly-crises are no longer distant warnings—they’re here, shaping economic strain, climate disruption, and global instability. As uncertainty grows, our response must be grounded in the wisdom, values, and resilience of our tīpuna to protect whānau, whenua, and future generations. 
Read the full publish below to explore what this means for Aotearoa and our collective future.



		









		Read Full Publish Here:






		






			Paul Morgan | Fossil-Free Growth: Turning Our Forests into Opportunities
By Paul Morgan, FOMA Business Board Member and Director, NZ Bio Forestry









			A new initiative from New Zealand Bio Forestry (NZBF) is exploring how we can better use our forests to create long-term benefits for Aotearoa. Backed by experienced New Zealand leaders and international partners, NZBF is focused on turning wood and forestry waste into high-value, environmentally friendly products.
At its heart, this is about doing more with what we already have. Rather than exporting raw logs, NZBF’s model looks to create sustainable products like materials, fuels, and plant-based chemicals that can replace fossil fuels (such as coal, oil and gas) supporting a shift toward lower emissions and a more balanced relationship with Papatūānuku.
The approach brings together forestry, manufacturing, and refining into one system - making use of every part of the tree and reducing waste.
It also opens the door for investment, new business opportunities, and partnerships here and overseas.



		For whānau and iwi, this means the potential for more jobs, stronger regional economies, and greater involvement in higher-value parts of the forestry sector.
Importantly, this kaupapa is not just about business - it reflects kaitiakitanga in action: using our resources wisely, reducing harm, and ensuring future generations can thrive.
For more information, visit the NZ Bio Forestry website.










		Read Overview Here:






		






			FOMA Economic Forum 2026 | Te Arawa
Friday 12 June 2026 | Te Puia, Rotorua 









			Previously known as the FOMA Business Summit, The FOMA Economic Forum brings together Māori authorities, trustees, and emerging leaders to discuss the key issues shaping our whenua, wai, people, and global trade.

Hosted in the heart of Te Arawa, this year’s theme 'Mai Maketū ki Tongariro' acknowledges the rich cultural heritage, leadership, and legacy of Te Arawa as a key contributor for FOMA & the wider Māori Economy. This year’s programme will feature insightful keynote speakers, engaging panel discussions, and valuable opportunities to connect with other Māori leaders from across the motu.
We are also honoured to welcome special guests from the British Columbia Assembly of First Nations (BCAFN), who will share their experiences and perspectives from across First Nations communities in Canada.
The Forum will conclude with a special FOMA Awards Dinner, celebrating excellence, leadership, and achievement across our network—an opportunity to come together, acknowledge success, and strengthen relationships.
Members can take advantage of a Special Members’ Rate to attend this important event and ensure their organisation is represented.
See more information  HERE at: foma.org.nz









		Get Members Rate Tickets:






		






		






			Parininihi ki Waitotara Inc | 50 Year Gala









			
FOMA and Parininihi ki Waitōtara Incorporation share a long-standing commitment to advancing and promoting Ahuwhenua Māori and Maori economic development. 
 
As a foundation FOMA member, Parininihi ki Waitōtara has played a significant leadership role within the Ahuwhenua Maori and agribusiness sector, strengthened by the strategic leadership of former Chair Spencer Carr, and current Chair Dion Tuuta. 
  
   

In his address at the Gala Dinner on Saturday 11 April at TSB Events Centre in Hawera, Spencer Carr recognised FOMA, and Parininihi ki Waitōtara’s legacy which reflects the resilience, innovation, and intergenerational vision of the original Committee of Management and continues to shape a prosperous future for owners. Ahuwhenua Māori and the wider Aotearoa New Zealand economy.
 
FOMA warmly congratulates Parininihi ki Waitōtara Incorporation on its 50th anniversary, acknowledging its ongoing contribution as a powerful industry voice and influential advocate for Ahuwhenua Māori. 









		






			FOMA Canada Delegation | BCAFN Economic Forum









				In an evolving global trade environment, there is increasing opportunity for indigenous economies to connect, collaborate, and trade with one another.

FOMA, alongside Tane Waetford of MFAT, was honoured to be hosted by the British Columbia Assembly of First Nations (BCAFN) at their recent Economic Development Forum - Interwoven Futures: Threads of Resilience in Sovereign Economies led by Regional Chief Terry Teegee and his team.



We extend our sincere thanks for the manaakitanga shown by Chief Terry, Sarah Behn, Caleb Behn, Kluane Adamek  and the wider BCAFN team, along with Kingson Lim of Global Affairs Canada and Keith Smith, Canadian High Commissioner. 
	Our delegation contributed to the programme through the Māori-led panel Sovereign Economies in Action, with Traci Houpapa, Ngaria Rolleston, and Anaru Smiler. Zion Nicholas also moderated the youth leadership session.
  
.

A highlight was participating in the launch of the British Columbia/Yukon Young Indigenous Leaders Exchange Pilot Program to the Indo-Pacific and also reconnecting with Dr Manuhuia Barcher, reinforcing shared networks and whakapapa. 
Strong connections were formed across business, academia, and rangatahi, grounded in shared values and wairua.
This engagement is leading to opportunities to host the Young Indigenous Leaders delegation in May and a BCAFN delegation in June, returning manaakitanga and strengthening direct relationships between our peoples.















		WATCH: FOMA at BCAFN Conference 2026






		






			FOMA Member Highlight: Chadwick Family Trust | Dr. Manuhuia Barcham









				While in Vancouver, an unexpected opportunity arose to connect with Dr. Manuhuia Barcham - an encounter that, while unplanned, felt both timely and grounded in whakapapa.
Dr Barcham’s whānau, the Chadwick Family Trust, are founding members of FOMA. Manuhuia’s aunty, Margie McGuire, has been an active contributor to FOMA over the years and is known for her strong leadership and advocacy. As Chair of the Chadwick Family Trust, she led a case all the way to the Privy Council (McGuire v Hastings District Council, 2002),  
		reflecting a longstanding commitment to protecting whānau interests and whenua. This reconnection felt significant. It was a reminder of the enduring legacy of our founding whānau, and the strength of the relationships that continue to carry FOMA forward.
Moments like this reinforce the depth of our whakapapa as an organisation, and the importance of staying connected - across generations and across borders. 










 









		WATCH: Interview with Manuhuia Barcham






		






			Ruia Te Pākerekere | FOMA Emerging Leaders Programme









				Ruia te Pākerekere Kahikatea - “to prepare the nursery bed for the kahikatea" - is the name of our Emerging leaders programme, reflecting our commitment to bringing through the next generation of FOMA leaders.

For 2026, this kaupapa is about putting succession into action. Each Executive Committee member is identifying an emerging leader within their rohe to bring into the FOMA fold, through a relationship-based approach grounded in shared learning, exposure, and contribution.
There will be a number of opportunities this year for leaders to connect, learn, and contribute, including the FOMA Economic Forum in June and engagements with visiting First Nations delegations in May and June.

Emerging leaders will be introduced at the FOMA Economic Forum as a practical demonstration of succession in action.
While our leaders are often stretched, FOMA’s role as a collective voice for Ahu Whenua Māori remains as important as ever. Bringing through new energy is essential to continuing this work.

Stay connected, stay involved. We encourage all our members to engage with and support - Ruia Te Pākerekere Programme as we grow pathways for our people together.

More Details to come...


 









		






			Wai Manawa Whenua | Appeals High Court Decision









			Wai Manawa Whenua has lodged an appeal to the Court of Appeal following the recent High Court ruling on Māori freshwater rights.
The High Court found that assurances given by the Crown during the Mixed Ownership Model litigation were limited to that programme and did not create a legal obligation to recognise Māori rights in freshwater.
Wai Manawa Whenua says this raises serious constitutional and Treaty questions about whether Crown commitments can be legally enforced. 
Chairman Kingi Smiler said, “When Māori rely in good faith on Crown assurances grounded in Te Tiriti o Waitangi, there must be legal accountability.” The appeal seeks to ensure Māori rights and interests in freshwater are protected, and that the courts uphold the legal effect of Crown assurances.
FOMA Members are encouraged to stay engaged on court updates via foma.org.nz. For media enquiries, contact Lyn Harrison: 027 245 2477.









		






		WATCH: Court Update from Kingi Smiler






		






			FOMA Congratulates - 2026 Ahuwhenua Award Finalists | Horticulture









				The 2026 finalists for the Ahuwhenua Trophy – Excellence in Māori Horticulture Award have been announced, recognising outstanding Māori landowners and growers who are contributing significantly to the strength and growth of Aotearoa’s primary sector.
This year’s finalists represent diverse governance models and demonstrate the continued leadership of Māori in sustainable, high-value horticulture:
	· Mātai Pacific Iwi Collective
· Otama Marere Trust
· Ngāti Hine Forestry Trust
The overall winner will be announced at the Ahuwhenua Awards Dinner on 5 June in Whangārei.


The Federation of Māori Authorities acknowledges and congratulates this year’s finalists within their leadership and commitment to uplift the mana of Māori in horticulture.












		






		






		






			An upcoming webinar, “Standing Our Ground: Where the Gene Technology Bill Stands and Why It Matters,” will explore the current position of the Gene Technology Bill and its implications for Aotearoa. While the Bill has stalled, the conversation is far from over—particularly given its potential impact on organic farming, export markets, and New Zealand’s clean and green reputation.
Hosted by Organics Aotearoa New Zealand - The session brings together a strong panel of experts offering diverse perspectives. Associate Professor Peter Wills will speak to the political and scientific history of gene technology in Aotearoa, Scott Lawson will share insights from recent engagement in Wellington, Professor Jack Heinemann will discuss what effective gene technology regulation could look like, and Noel Josephson will provide first-hand insight into global organic and non-GMO markets.
The webinar is open to all who are interested in understanding the future direction of gene technology in New Zealand.
· Date: Thursday 16 April
· Time: 7:30 – 9:00pm
· Via Zoom: Register for Webinar Here
FOMA members are strongly encouraged to attend this important discussion and stay engaged in this important kaupapa.









		Register for Webinar HERE:






		






			AgBrief (April 3-9, 2026)
"A weekly summary of all that’s news in the primary industries" 









			FROM SHEEP RETURNS TO SOLAR DOLLARS
    >  Bill will free up Crown land
THE UPSIDE AND DOWNSIDE OF EU-AUS FTA
    >  An opportunity for dairy but...
    >  A warning for sheepmeat? 
GENOMIC DRIVES DAIRY BREEDING SHIFT
    > Young sires in fashion
SCALES TIPS THE ODDS FOR PATIENT INVESTORS
   > Scales delivers 15% return 









		READ: AgBrief Weekly Newsletter






		






			Will Workman Pānui (19 January - 27 March)
"Māori Policy Commentary" 27 Poutū-te-Rangi (March) 2025 | Edition 09/2026 









			Māori Economic Pressure & Employment
    >  Record unemployment and rising costs are straining Māori households and key industries.
Child Poverty & Social Inequality
    >  Tens of thousands of tamariki Māori remain in persistent poverty.
State Care, Crime & Safety Concerns
    > Māori continue to be disproportionately affected across care and justice systems.
Treaty, Policy & Structural Reform Debates
   > Major reforms and constitutional debates are reshaping Treaty settings. 









		READ: Pānui Here






		READ: Pānui Appendices
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